RO PARDO

N
Competent in Consultancy
Innovation in IT

Experienced in ERP

Nearshore services

g N T—
- !yy
{ R
— ;
-
=

About Ropardo S.R.L.:

Innovation, Quality, Delivery on
Time have been objectives since
1994 when Ropardo S.R.L.
started as a Technology
Company based in Sibiu,
Romania. Our expertise is in
offshore software development,
implementation of complex
software solutions and
maintenance of software/IT
systems for word wide customers.
Our services domains are: system
and application development,
business application, Web and e-
business/eCommerce, software
re-engineering, software test,
maintenance and support.

More information at:

www.ropardo.ro

Typo3 - Extension,
Managing Testimonials

Technologies:
Linux, Typo3, PHP,
HTML, MySQL

Project Challenge

Our client wanted a solution to manage and display testimonials on
his TYPO3 website.

The easiest way to accomplish this was creating some items that
can be edited in the backend of the website and a front end plugin
for the list and detail view.

Ropardo S.R.L. Solution - Off Shore
Development Center

One of the great things that TYPO3 provides is the TCA (Table
Configuration Array), this global array defines the editable database
tables and the relationship between them and how the fields in
tables are rendered in backend forms and processed. The
testimonials items are created using TCA, so they are available for
easily editing in the backend.

The configuration array provides support for localization of items,
which we need, because the website is multi-language.

Using the core support for realize this feature was a great help, and
it increased the speed of development. The backend user can write
a testimonial in the default language and then translate it into
another website language.

For the actual content of the testimonial, we used the editor that
TYPO3 provides — rtehtmlarea, this is really helpful, because the
content can be formatted by the client or by an editor, as he wants,
without the need to have knowledge about HTML tags.

The editor can manage the sorting of the items by using a feature of
TYPO3 — manual sorting. This means that the items will have some
little arrows that can be used for sorting, and the editor can decide
the order in the list that appears in the front-end
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Technologies on short

The following technologies

were used:

PHP, MySQL, Typo3, Linux,
Typo3 Extension framework,

HTML

“Ropardo S.R.L. was
flexible to our business
needs, balanced the
technical and
communication aspect of
the project and had a
professional attitude in
every stage, from
requirements analyses to
training and support.”

Customer feedback

Nearshore Benefits:

- Quality Custom Software

Development
- End User Satisfaction
- Short time to market

- Quantifiable Value

- Guaranteed performance

level
- Predictable cost
- Flexibility

More Information
Ropardo S.R.L.

Mr. Claudiu Zgripcea
Reconstructiei 22
550129 Sibiu
www.ropardo.ro
office@ropardo.ro
Tel. +40 269 231 037
Fax +40 269 231 037

Project Results

We created two plugins, one for the list, detail view, and one for
displaying a random testimonial with link to the list (view all) and
another link to the detail of that item. They use html templates,
where the layout or the style can be changed without affecting the
rest of code.
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The settings are made using
flexforms and typoscript.

We used flexforms to set list page,
detail page using a wizard for
selecting the page, this way it is
easier for the client, then using 22 e s
typoscript. '

Another feature is the use of TYPO3 cache system; it increases the
speed of page loading.

The cache for detail view is made using a hash of a string based on
the testimonial parameter, that means that one page is saved in the
cache table more times, with different content based on the
parameter.

RealUrl provides automatic transformation of URLs into a virtual
path, a so called “Speaking URL” and back again.

The objective is that URLs shall be as human readable as possible.
Realurl was used for encoding/decoding testimonial’s parameter; the
links contains the title of the testimonial as a clean string, which is
good for search engine optimization.

Conclusion

Testimonial extension gives the client ability of managing and
displaying testimonials, using some powerful features like
localization, WYSIWYG editor, visual sorting of items, and
optimization of the content by using the cache system.
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